Voice Of Hope

Go to www.koltikvah.org for calendars and more

Temple Kol Tikvah
A Reform Synagogue
20400 Ventura Blvd.
Woodland Hills, CA
91364
(818) 348-0670
www.koltikvah.org

Rabbi
Janet Offel

Rabbi Emeritus
Steven Jacobs

President
Robert Mulein

Religious School
Director
Sheva Weissman

Early Childhood Center
Director
Laurie Healy

Voice of Hope Editor
Julie Shy-Sobol

Rabbi

0S

Col u

Voice of Hope

is the newsletter of
Temple Kol Tikvah.

A Reform Jewish synagogue
affiliated with the Union for
Reform Judaism.
The Voice of Hope is
published bi-monthly

By: Rabbi Janet Offel

Our Jewish tradi-
tion loves parties. In fact,
we are commanded to
have a meal at all lifecycle
events: celebratory meals
after a bris, bar/bat mitz-
vah and wedding, and a
meal of consolation after
a funeral. Our holidays,
too, are a time for gather-
ing together with friends
and family for meals:
Shabbat each week, Rosh
Hashanah dinner, the
Yom Kippur break fast,
dining in the sukkah,
Passover sed
are never at a loss for a
reason to party.

On the Hebrew
calendar, the month im-
mediately following the
Fall holidays is called

Chanukah Boutique: Sunday, December 6, 9:00am
Chanukah Workshop: Wednesday, December 9, 9:15

Hall

Heshvan (October 19
through November 17 this
year). It is often referred
to in our tradition as Mar-
Heshvan. The word Mar
in Hebrew means bitter.
Why is this month consid-
ered bitter by our tradi-
tion? Because after the
whirlwind of holidays in
the month of Tishrei
(Rosh Hashanah, Yom
Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat
Torahe), in
Heshvan we
have a single holi-
day except for our
weekly  Shabbat
observance.  Not
one single excuse
for a holiday party!
Definitely a cause
for bitterness.

But after
the bitterness  of
BdsHvgh  coMés
Kislev, the month of the
longest nights of the year.
In Kislev, we return with
not one, but with eight
nights of celebrations for
Chanukah .
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Our tradition also
loves a good argument.
We are told about a de-
bate between the medie-

val rabbis Maimonides
and Rabbi Modechai
Yaffe. Maimonides man-

dated making Chanukah
festive, while Rabbi Yaffie
said that Chanukah
Apartyingo w
tional. Needless to say,

most Jews have followed
Maemooind &@s @ f

Festival of Lights must be

celebrated not only in
spirit but in body as well.
Chanukah is a

(Continued on page 2)

:00 pm in the Social Hall

-10:30 am in the Social

Annual Chanukah Shabbat Dinner: Friday, December 18. Dinner at 5:45 pm.
Shabbat service and Chanukah Celebration: 6:30pm with KT Chorale, Kipot
Choir and Kyle Cotler.
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(Continued frompage 1) Rabbi ds Col umn
festival that can be celebrated with all of our senses: tasting, seeing, hearing, smelling and participating in

hands-on activities that will make the holiday memorable for everyone in the family.

Our synagogue is a member of the Union for Reform Judaismd the umbrella organization for all of
the Reform synagogues in North America. The URJ has a terrific website, and it is a great place to get
started finding ways to celebrate the holiday with all our senses. Give yourself an early Chanukah present
and go to http://urj.org/holidays/chanukah/. You will find recipes, age appropriate activity guides for every-
one from kids through adults and so much more.
all of our upcoming Chanukah eventsd the Chanukah boutique, Chanukah workshop and our annual Cha-
nukah shabbat dinner and celebratory service.

And

Chag sameachd happy holiday!

The Presidents Podium

Thanksgiving.

| f you think about it é
ish. The holiday has tradition, a story, and it is
meaningful. Celebrating it is also very Jewish as
friends and extended family gather, a large tradi-
tional meal of foods not ordinarily prepared is
served, family ties are reconnected, hugs are ex-
changed, voices and laughter fill the air, kids play
and adults relax with their favorite beverage.

By Rob Mulein Than

Growing up here in the San Fernando Valley,
Thanksgiving and Chanukah were always favorite
holidays to look forward to. The gathering of friends
and family, football on tv, wonderful tables of food
and, of course, presents! When our own daughters

However, amongst all the plenty that surrounds us,
we know that within our community many, especially
this year, have very little to be thankful for. Our

came along, our home was always decorated with
fall foliage, pumpkins, gourds, and then Chanukah
streamers, menorahs, dreidles and gelt. Terri went
a |ittle wildéand our gi

Thanksgiving was a gourmet feast at my mother-in-
law's and Chanukah was at both my sister-in-law's
home and my mbNawdhat our girls bave
grown and live in Colorado so much has changed,

Mitzvah Day last month gave our Temple commu-
nity an opportunity to give to those in need. It was a
fabulous day and yet | know that there is more that
&lllofsus &re capable of doihg and | hope that each
of us can look inward and pledge to do more.  Live
your Jewishness every day!

Enjoy these coming festive days. Stay safe and
warm but savor the crisp night air as we enjoy the

yet one constant is that we all still gather forflc hanges of the seasonésSo

You may have noticed that we have many more advertisers in this edi-
tion of AThe TWankygoato allfwhorspeptdaurs in obtain-
ing these ads so that this communication piece can continue to be

mailed to our membership. Please thank those businesses for their ads
when you frequent their establishments or seek out their services. Make

sure they know that you saw theinr
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http://urj.org/holidays/chanukah/
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Mitzvah Day




