
Voice Of Hope  

By: Rabbi Janet Offel 

 As this newsletter 
reaches your home, we 
find ourselves in the depths 
of winter, such as it is here 
in Southern California.  As 
a native third generation 
coastal Californian, Iôll 
never forget the first time I 
drove into the Sierra Ne-
vada mountains and could-
nôt figure out what that odd 
looking rain was on my 
windshield.  When I real-
ized everything outside the 
car was white, I was able to 
comprehend that this weird 
looking rain was actually 

snow. 

 But, even here in 
sunny SoCal we have our 
own semblance of winter.  
The plants and trees go 
dormant and sometimes 
we even have to put on a 
coat when we go outside.  
It is during this depth of 
winter that our tradition 
brings us the holiday of Tu 
BôShevat.  Tu BôShevat, 
literally the 15th day of the 
month of Shevat, is known 
as the New Year of the 
Trees.  In ancient Israel, 

the fruit bearing trees were 
said to turn another year 
older on the 15th day of 
Shevat, just before they 
were about to begin the 
new season of blossoms.  
It was important to know 
the age of a tree because 
in the first three years of 
fruit bearing, a treeôs fruit 
was set aside for God and 
prohibited for human con-
sumption or utilization.  
Remembering this obliga-
tion served as a recognition 
that the land and its pro-
duce really belong to God 

and not to us humans. 

 With all the talk 
these days about climate 
change and environmental 
degradation, Tu BôShevat 
is becoming known as the 
Jewish ñEarth Day;ò a day 
on which we set aside time 
to consider our responsibili-
ties as caretakers of this 
planet.  One of the most 
recent phenomena to take 
hold in both larger society 
and Jewish communities is 
the sustainable agriculture 
movement.   In fact, the 
most recent issue of Re-
form Judaism Magazine, 
which you should have re-
ceived about a month ago 
in your mailbox, featured a 
cover story entitled: 
ñEarthcare: An Ethical Cul-
ture Designed to Save Our 

Planet and Ourselves.ò 

 Here at Temple Kol 
Tikvah, we will be celebrat-
ing Tu BôShevat, which falls 
on the evening of Friday, 
January 29, by welcoming 
Farmer Phil from McGrath 
Family Farms who will be 
speaking about sustainable 
agriculture.  He will also be 
introducing us to the won-
derful opportunity that we 
have here at Temple Kol 
Tikvah to receive weekly 
boxes of organic, farm 
fresh produce throughout 
the spring, summer and 

fall. 

 Responsibility for 
the earth on which we live, 
and responsibility for the 
health of our own bodies 
are Jewish imperatives.  
Come celebrate Tu 
BôShevat with us and sign-
up for weekly boxes of 
fresh McGrath Family 
Farms produce.  Nourish 
yourself in body, mind and 

spirit at Temple Kol Tikvah. 
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The Presidents Podium  
 

    By Rob Mulein 

As I write this, our Southern California 
landscape is being battered by a se-

ries of torrential rain storms. Winter is upon us, and 
our desert environment needs its nourishment.  Our 
spring gardens will be beautiful, and our local farm-
ers are happy that their labors will be rewarded with 

bountiful harvests for us all to enjoy. 

 Included in this edition of ñThe Voice of 
Hopeò is information on our partnership with the 
McGrath Farms of Camarillo. Sign up and enjoy the 
fresh produce locally grown less than 50 miles 
away.  It is the smart ecological ñgreenò thing to do.  
Support your fellow congregants and participate in 

this new program of our community. 

 Two events coming up also provide you with 
the opportunity to have fun while supporting our 
Temple.  The first is our Purim Carnival coming up 
on February 28th.  The second is this yearôs gala 
fundraising event on March 6th --- a Monte Carlo 
Night you will not want to miss!  I hope to see you at 

both events. 

 Being a Temple member, a full participant in 
your community, gives you the opportunity for 
growth and cross-generational enjoyment.  Seize 
this opportunity!  Give your family the chance to 
make new friends and most importantly to support 

all of our endeavors. 

 All too often, a pitch for participation is fo-
cused on the raising of much needed monies.  Let 
me be clearéthese events are vital for the financial 
health of Kol Tikvah but more importantly is the 
spiritual and emotional benefits that come to those 
who participate fully in their community.  Be one 
who realizes this and steps forward to express your 

support for all that Kol Tikvah does. 

 Your responsibility to your fellow congre-
gants demands action and participation. The actor/
director Woody Allen has stated that, ñHalf of life is 
simply showing upò, soéshow up!  Sign up for the 
McGrath Farm program and plan to be at the Tem-
ple for the family Purim Carnival February 28th and 
the upscale adults only Monte Carlo Night on March 

6th.  You will not be disappointed! 

Save the Date:  

Saturday, February 27  

5:30 pm Picnic Dinner in the Social Hall .  

Dine with your friends, check everyoneôs costumes and just have a great time. 

6:00 pm Megillah Reading and Purim Spiel  

Motown Shushan with the KT Chorale followed by lots of Hamentaschen! 

Sunday, February 28  

11:00 am ï 3:00 pm Kol Tikvah Purim carnival is coming to town!  

Join us for fun and frolic, food, games and more at the 2010 Purim Carnival. 

Sponsorship opportunities will be available. Donations will be much appreciated  

We need volunteers!  Community service hours will be available ï Teens, please plan to participate and 

help.  

Contact:    
Steven Page at pagesteven@sbcglobal.net  , Mara Schulman at maramsw@aol.com  or  
Jan Snider at jan@lacaretag.com   

More details to follow soon... 
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