
Voice Of Hope  

By: Rabbi Janet Offel 

 As this newsletter 
reaches your home, we 
find ourselves in the depths 
of winter, such as it is here 
in Southern California.  As 
a native third generation 
coastal Californian, Iôll 
never forget the first time I 
drove into the Sierra Ne-
vada mountains and could-
nôt figure out what that odd 
looking rain was on my 
windshield.  When I real-
ized everything outside the 
car was white, I was able to 
comprehend that this weird 
looking rain was actually 

snow. 

 But, even here in 
sunny SoCal we have our 
own semblance of winter.  
The plants and trees go 
dormant and sometimes 
we even have to put on a 
coat when we go outside.  
It is during this depth of 
winter that our tradition 
brings us the holiday of Tu 
BôShevat.  Tu BôShevat, 
literally the 15th day of the 
month of Shevat, is known 
as the New Year of the 
Trees.  In ancient Israel, 

the fruit bearing trees were 
said to turn another year 
older on the 15th day of 
Shevat, just before they 
were about to begin the 
new season of blossoms.  
It was important to know 
the age of a tree because 
in the first three years of 
fruit bearing, a treeôs fruit 
was set aside for God and 
prohibited for human con-
sumption or utilization.  
Remembering this obliga-
tion served as a recognition 
that the land and its pro-
duce really belong to God 

and not to us humans. 

 With all the talk 
these days about climate 
change and environmental 
degradation, Tu BôShevat 
is becoming known as the 
Jewish ñEarth Day;ò a day 
on which we set aside time 
to consider our responsibili-
ties as caretakers of this 
planet.  One of the most 
recent phenomena to take 
hold in both larger society 
and Jewish communities is 
the sustainable agriculture 
movement.   In fact, the 
most recent issue of Re-
form Judaism Magazine, 
which you should have re-
ceived about a month ago 
in your mailbox, featured a 
cover story entitled: 
ñEarthcare: An Ethical Cul-
ture Designed to Save Our 

Planet and Ourselves.ò 

 Here at Temple Kol 
Tikvah, we will be celebrat-
ing Tu BôShevat, which falls 
on the evening of Friday, 
January 29, by welcoming 
Farmer Phil from McGrath 
Family Farms who will be 
speaking about sustainable 
agriculture.  He will also be 
introducing us to the won-
derful opportunity that we 
have here at Temple Kol 
Tikvah to receive weekly 
boxes of organic, farm 
fresh produce throughout 
the spring, summer and 

fall. 

 Responsibility for 
the earth on which we live, 
and responsibility for the 
health of our own bodies 
are Jewish imperatives.  
Come celebrate Tu 
BôShevat with us and sign-
up for weekly boxes of 
fresh McGrath Family 
Farms produce.  Nourish 
yourself in body, mind and 

spirit at Temple Kol Tikvah. 
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The Presidents Podium  
 

    By Rob Mulein 

As I write this, our Southern California 
landscape is being battered by a se-

ries of torrential rain storms. Winter is upon us, and 
our desert environment needs its nourishment.  Our 
spring gardens will be beautiful, and our local farm-
ers are happy that their labors will be rewarded with 

bountiful harvests for us all to enjoy. 

 Included in this edition of ñThe Voice of 
Hopeò is information on our partnership with the 
McGrath Farms of Camarillo. Sign up and enjoy the 
fresh produce locally grown less than 50 miles 
away.  It is the smart ecological ñgreenò thing to do.  
Support your fellow congregants and participate in 

this new program of our community. 

 Two events coming up also provide you with 
the opportunity to have fun while supporting our 
Temple.  The first is our Purim Carnival coming up 
on February 28th.  The second is this yearôs gala 
fundraising event on March 6th --- a Monte Carlo 
Night you will not want to miss!  I hope to see you at 

both events. 

 Being a Temple member, a full participant in 
your community, gives you the opportunity for 
growth and cross-generational enjoyment.  Seize 
this opportunity!  Give your family the chance to 
make new friends and most importantly to support 

all of our endeavors. 

 All too often, a pitch for participation is fo-
cused on the raising of much needed monies.  Let 
me be clearéthese events are vital for the financial 
health of Kol Tikvah but more importantly is the 
spiritual and emotional benefits that come to those 
who participate fully in their community.  Be one 
who realizes this and steps forward to express your 

support for all that Kol Tikvah does. 

 Your responsibility to your fellow congre-
gants demands action and participation. The actor/
director Woody Allen has stated that, ñHalf of life is 
simply showing upò, soéshow up!  Sign up for the 
McGrath Farm program and plan to be at the Tem-
ple for the family Purim Carnival February 28th and 
the upscale adults only Monte Carlo Night on March 

6th.  You will not be disappointed! 

Save the Date:  

Saturday, February 27  

5:30 pm Picnic Dinner in the Social Hall .  

Dine with your friends, check everyoneôs costumes and just have a great time. 

6:00 pm Megillah Reading and Purim Spiel  

Motown Shushan with the KT Chorale followed by lots of Hamentaschen! 

Sunday, February 28  

11:00 am ï 3:00 pm Kol Tikvah Purim carnival is coming to town!  

Join us for fun and frolic, food, games and more at the 2010 Purim Carnival. 

Sponsorship opportunities will be available. Donations will be much appreciated  

We need volunteers!  Community service hours will be available ï Teens, please plan to participate and 

help.  

Contact:    
Steven Page at pagesteven@sbcglobal.net  , Mara Schulman at maramsw@aol.com  or  
Jan Snider at jan@lacaretag.com   

More details to follow soon... 

mailto:pagesteven@sbcglobal.net
mailto:maramsw@aol.com
mailto:jan@lacaretag.com
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Religious School  

By Sheva Weissman  
 

Our Religious School is a place where 
friendships flourish and Jewish learning is alive!  
We are fortunate to have an excellent teaching 
staff.  Each teacher makes learning fun and in-
teresting by using a variety of materials and re-
sources.   We want you and 
the children to view being Jew-
ish as a life long learning ex-
perience. 

 

In the most recent issue 
of Reform Judaism, I read an 
interesting article entitled 
ñPreventing Post Bônai Mitzvah drop-itisò.  It 
stated, ñThat while there are nearly 17,000 an-
nual Bônai and Bônot mitzvah in our congrega-
tions, only about half remain enrolled in reli-
gious school until tenth grade and slightly more 
than one in ten remain through grade 12.  

 

 Kol Tikvah Religious School strives to 
keep everyone, from tots to parents, involved.   
First, we work together to increase the number 
of students transitioning from pre-school to Reli-
gious School. One of my favorite times in the 
week is when I visit the preschool classroom to 
read stories and play Hebrew games with the 
children.  This year most of the students gradu-
ating from the pre-school began the Kindergar-
ten program on Sunday morning!  This experi-
ence strengthens the childrenôs Jewish identity 
by weekly reinforcing the traditions of our peo-
ple. In addition, research has shown that chil-
dren who learn more than one language in the 
early years tend to acquire better language 
skills. We emphasize Hebrew reading readiness 
and prayers in grades K-3 as a way to 
strengthen their language skills and build a 
strong foundation for the primary years.   

  Secondly, the Parent-Student Activity 
Day programs provide an opportunity for par-
ents to get a first hand experience of what takes 
place in the classroom.  They get to meet one 
another while celebrating the Jewish traditions. 
From these gatherings, many parents have cho-
sen to start and/or join a Havurah.  In addition, 

we integrate Israeli dance and crea-
tive art projects into the program.  In 
the next few months classes will be 
going on field trips to explore the 
Jewish community: 

 

7th Grade ï Museum of Tolerance  

6th grade - Senior Center  

5th and 4 th grade - with Senior citizens March 

16 

This year, our Youth Group coordinator, 
Jackie Louk, has been organizing successful 
programs for all children in every age group. 
The next step is to get our teens active in the 
National Federation of Temple Youth programs.  
By being active in NFTY, teenagers learn how 
to be leaders as well as participate in programs 
regionally and in Israel. 

 

 A great way for parents to set a positive 
example is by studying Hebrew or Judaica on 
an adult level.   Join me Sunday mornings start-
ing  January 24 at 10:30 am .   Learn to read 
Hebrew and the meaning of the prayers!  This a 
great way to strengthen your tie with Judaism, 
to participate more fully in services, to be a 
positive role model for your child and to refresh 
your memory.     

When parents get involved, children de-
velop a positive identity and a pride in their heri-
tage. 

ñWhen parents get involved, 

children develop a positive 

identity and a pride in their 

heritage.ò 
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Kitchen Korner  

 
The holiday of Tu BôShevat cele-
brates trees, but also fruits and 
vegetables.  It is traditional in 
some circles to have a Tu 
BôShevat Seder and serve ñseven 
speciesò which are mentioned in 
the Bible in relation to Israel: figs, 
dates, pomegranates, olives, 
grapes, wheat and barley.  Olives 
in particular are prominently men-
tioned in the Torah and are tradi-
tionally eaten at Tu BôShevat.  
Here is a simple olive relish that is 
super easy to make.  The fruit 
salad, also very easy, incorpo-
rates the traditional fruits, but can 
be made with any combination 
you like.   
 
Olive Relish  
 
1 large can pitted green olives (or 
2 lbs. by weight) 

lemon slices 
cumin, paprika to taste 
5 whole garlic cloves, peeled 
1 tbsp. oil 
1 cup water  
Make a sauce by mixing about 1 
cup of water, a tablespoon oil, 
cumin and paprika in a saucepan.  
Add the drained olives, garlic 
cloves and a few lemon slices. 
Cook together for 15-20 minutes. 
Cool and refrigerate.  
 
Fruit Salad   
 
1 Asian pear  
2 Bartlett pears  
1 green apple  
1 red apple  
1 Fuyu persimmon  
12 figs  
1 medium sprig of purple grapes  
1 pomegranate  
1 tsp olive oil  

1/4 tsp balsamic vinegar 
2 grinds black pepper  
1/4 tsp sea salt 
 
Leaving the peels on, slice pears 
and apples into wedges.  
Peel the persimmon with a knife, 
then cut into wedges.  
Slice the figs into quarters.  
Slice the pomegranate into quar-
ters. Over a small bowl, squeeze 
each quarter so the seeds fall into 
the bowl and juice drains out of 
the fruit. Add olive oil, balsamic 
vinegar, black pepper and sea salt 
to the bowl with the seeds and 
juice and whisk together with a 
fork.  
 
In a large bowl, combine pear, 
apple, persimmon and fig wedges 
with the grapes. Drizzle the pome-
granate dressing over the fruit and 
gently mix. 

Preschool  
By Laurie Healy 

The preschool children are having so much fun! 
We are learning new things and discovering 
how little kids can truly make a big difference.  

In the middle of January we had pre-registration 
forms for the 2010-1011 school year distributed 
with priority enrollment for current families until 
March 1st.   On March 1st all available spaces 
will be filled on a first come first serve basis ï 
with current Temple members receiving priority. 

Call Laurie (818)992-1960 to schedule a tour. 
Summer camp enrollment forms will follow by 
the end of March for an 8 week fun filled ses-
sion.  

The preschool will be participating in the CSA 
fresh produce program this spring! We will be 
using the fresh items in our enrichment cooking 
classes, and during our special Tu BôShevat se-
der! Make sure you sign up to receive your 
fresh produce too! 

Temple Kol Tikvah Early Childhood Center has benefited from the Jim         
Joseph Emergency Education Grant. We would like to thank the Jim Joseph 
Foundation and the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles for this    
funding."  
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FABULOUS FRESH FARM PRODUCE!   
Would you like to have an easy way to get locally 

grown organic produce without going to the grocery 

store? Join Kol Tikvahôs new Community Supported Agri-

culture (CSA) program! Kol Tikvah is working with the 

McGrath Family Farm in Camarillo to deliver fresh off the 

farm certified organic produce to our synagogue. This is a 

great way to meet new people, do something great for 

the environment, help the community, and provide your 

family with healthy food.  The cost is $40 a week for a full 

box of the freshest produce. Boxes can be split between 

two families for $20 a week per family. Each family will 

pay for the full spring season up front. You will also re-

ceive a monthly newsletter with recipes and information 

about the fruits, vegetables, flowers, and herbs in your 

box.  Some of the spring produce you may expect to see 

would be, strawberries, lemons, herbs, peas, heads of 

lettuce, broccoli, beets, carrots, and more.   A box of pro-

duce can easily feed a family of four and cycles run in 

thirteen- week periods.  

Produce boxes will be delivered to the syna-

gogue every Tuesday and will be available for pick up 

that same day (times to be announced).  Produce boxes 

that are not picked up will be delivered to a local shelter 

to help those less fortunate in our community. Each par-

ticipant will volunteer once during each thirteen- week 

cycle to either pass out boxes or deliver the extra food to 

the West Valley Food Pantry.  

If you are interested in becoming part of our CSA 

program, please bring/mail the registration form 

(available on the Kol Tikvah website at http://

w w w . k o l t i k v a h . o r g / c o m p o n e n t / d o c m a n /

doc_download/233-csa-program-registration-form) and a 

check for the full spring season (made out to McGrath 

Family Farm) to Michelle Pathman in the Kol Tikvah main 

office. Registration and money must be in by February 

22nd  . The produce delivery will begin on Tuesday, March 

23rd.  

If you have any questions, please contact Rachel 

Paul at rachelpaulemail@aol.com . 

Bônai Mitzvah 
January 9, 2010             Garrett Coffman                Parent: Lauren Coffman 

February 6, 2010            Emma Berns and Sarah Berns     Parents: Nancy and Michael Berns 

Simchas and Sympathies  
The congregation celebrates with Victoria and Joseph Yasko on the birth of their son, Noah 

The congregation mourns with Debra Goldstein and Samantha Goldstein on the death of their beloved father and 

grandfather, Leonard Goldstein 

The congregation mourns with Marilyn and Howard Levine on the death of his beloved mother, Adelyne Levine 

The congregation mourns with Annette and Jack Diamond on the death of their beloved friend, Thelma Church 

The congregation mourns with Jo and Ira Karnofsky on the death of their beloved friend Sylvan Katz 

The congregation mourns with Annette Diamond on the death of her beloved husband, Jack Diamond 

The congregation mourns with Pat Bates on the death of her beloved mother, Barbara Bates 

The congregation celebrates with Rachel and Jared Paul on the birth of their son, Judah 

http://www.koltikvah.org/component/docman/doc_download/233-csa-program-registration-form
http://www.koltikvah.org/component/docman/doc_download/233-csa-program-registration-form
http://www.koltikvah.org/component/docman/doc_download/233-csa-program-registration-form
mailto:rachelpaulemail@aol.com
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Food Forward  
A handful of KT members drove to Santa Barbara to help pick oranges for Food For-

ward (FoodForward.org).  

FOOD FORWARD is an all volunteer grassroots group of Angelenos who care about 
reconnecting to our food system and making change around urban hunger.ΟΟThey 
convene at properties they have been invited to and glean the excess fruit on their 
trees, donating 100% to local food pantries.ΟΟCurrent receiving partners are SOVA 
Community Food and Resource Program, a program of Jewish Family Services, and 
MEND      POVERTY. Combined, they distribute the food to over 30,000 clients a 

month across Southern California. 

Tributes  
GENERAL FUND 

In memory of her beloved father, Charles Wasserman, from 
Lois and Larry Seewack 

In memory of his beloved father, Abe Siegel, from Joy and Ed 
Siegel 

In memory of her beloved mother, May Fine, from Joy and Ed 
Siegel 

In memory of her beloved sister, Lorna Lubarsky, from Annette 
and Jack Diamond 

In memory of her beloved aunt, Jean L. Streicker, from Annette 
and Jack Diamond 

In memory of his beloved mother, Lillian Diamond, from Annette 
and Jack Diamond 

In memory of his beloved brother, Nelson Dunner, from Betty 
and Daniel Dunner 

In memory of his beloved brother, Philip Dunner, from Betty and 
Daniel Dunner 

In memory of her beloved father, Samuel Lees, from Betty and 
Daniel Dunner 

In memory of the beloved grandchildren of Barbara and Chuck 
Fontaine, from Anneta and Bob Halpern 

In memory of her beloved mother-in-law, Lida Goodwin, from 
Sandra Goodwin 

From Doreen and Fred Solomon 

In memory of his beloved father, Shlomo (Soleiman) Simno, 
from Farhad Simno 

In memory of her beloved father, George Hallier, from Doreen 
and Fred Solomon 

In memory of Jack Diamond, from Laureen Waterman 

In memory of Dorothy Bisnow, from Laureen Waterman 

In memory of Jack Diamond, from Judy Kessler 

ONEG SPONSORSHIP 

In memory of her beloved parents, Kitty and Henry Copeland, 
from Sandra Goodwin 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Kevin Pick, from Laurie and Scott 
Pick 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Garrett Coffman, from the 
Coffman family 

RABBI OFFELôS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In appreciation of Rabbi Offel from Mr. and Mrs. George DeRoy 

In honor of the birth and Brit Milah of Noah Yasko, from Samuel 
A. Kunin, MD 

In memory of his beloved father, Marvin Meyer, from Doug 
Meyer 

In memory of Margaret Miller, from Marilyn and Harry Neben-
zahl 

In memory of his beloved father, Fred Glasser, from Michael 
Glasser 

In memory of her beloved parents, Gertrude Salle and Louis 
Salle, from Elaine and Martin Findling 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Shane Berger, grandson of 
Maxine and Peter Strauss, from Sam and Richard Wildman 

In honor of the Kol Tikvah staff from Doreen and Fred Solomon 

In memory of their beloved granddaughters, Catherine Fontaine 
and Julia Fontaine, from Barbara and Charles Fontaine 

In honor of the Hebrew naming of their beloved daughter, 
Madeleine, from Tracy and Mark Haferling 

In memory of his beloved brother, Frederick Korpiel, from Jo-
seph Korpiel 

In appreciation of Rabbi Offel, from Kathleen and Jay Newman 

In memory of Jack Diamond, from Mickey Adler 

In memory of Barbara Bates, from Sam and Richard Wildman 

MUSIC FUND 

In appreciation of being honored on Yom Kippur from Ruth and 
Myron Crystal and family 

In memory her beloved father, Sam Payne, from Ruth and 
Myron Crystal and family 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER  SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND 

In honor of Benjaman Portman and Charles Portman from Bar-
bara and Alfred Pine 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

In memory her beloved father, Maurice Tuber, from June Lurie 

R to L: Doug & Susan Lasken, Laureen 
Waterman, Sandy Calin, Maria Mordoch 

http://www.jfsla.org/sova
http://www.jfsla.org/sova
http://mendpoverty.org/programs.html
http://mendpoverty.org/programs.html
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Business Card Size 

1 Issue     $50.00 

3 Issues   $100.00 

6 Issues   $150.00 

ðððððððð- 

1/4 Page 

1 Issue     $75.00 

3 Issues   $150.00 

6 Issues   $225.00 

ðððððððð- 

1/2 Page 

1 Issue     $125.00 

3 Issues   $250.00 

6 Issues   $375.00 

ðððððððð- 

Full Page 

1 Issue     $200.00 

3 Issues   $400.00 

6 Issues   $600.00 

ðððððððð- 
If you are interested in placing an ad 
please contact Nardit Gilboa at the   
Temple Kol Tikvah Office 
(818) 348-0670 ext 200 

Place An Ad  In The  

Voice Of Hope  
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Temple Kol Tikvah  
20400 Ventura Blvd.  
Woodland Hills, CA 91364  

(818) 348-0670 
www.koltikvah.org  

Fabulous Fresh Farm Produce!   


