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By Rabbi Janet Offel 

     In this day of Star-
buckôs, Coffee Bean 
and Tea Leaf and 
Peetôs Coffee, how 
many of us remember 
Maxwell House coffee?  
Growing up, it was the 
instant coffee of my 
parentôs preference, 
and I was so proud of 
myself when I learned 
how to make a cup of 
coffee for my mom in 
the morning (which 
consisted of boiling 
some water, dumping in 
a spoonful of Maxwell 
House freeze-dried, 
stirring, adding some 
milk, and stirring again.) 

     Maxwell House was 
known for something 
else in our family.  
Every year at Passover, 
we read from Maxwell 
House haggadotð
haggadahs that were 
given out for free (and 
still are!) when you pur-
chased Maxwell House 
Coffee.  But these 
werenôt just any Max-
well House haggadot.  
These haggadot had 
been passed down 
from generation to gen-
eration in my family, 

and dated from the 
early 1930ôs.  Filled 
with the stains of wine, 
charoset and salt water 
of many decades, the 
haggadot were also 
overflowing with a 
stilted English transla-
tion teeming with words 
like ñverily, ñdothò and 
ñhath.ò 

     When we all sat 
around the Passover 
table, first in my grand-
motherôs house and 
then in my parentôs 
house, the haggadot 
reminded us of the 
chain of Passover se-
ders stretching back to 
the days when my great 
grandmother spent 
weeks preparing the 
home and cooking for 
the holiday. 

     Then, beginning in 
the early 1980ôs, a 
trickle that turned into 
an explosion of new 
haggadot descended 
upon the Jewish book 
market.  First there 
were the Feast of Free-
dom and Gates of Free-
dom Haggadot, fol-
lowed by On Wings of 
Freedom and even one 
called the Santa Cruz 
Haggadah .   By the 
early 1990ôs there were 
dozens of haggadot on 
the market, not to men-
tion all the ones that 
people were putting to-
gether themselves.  My 
family wasnôt immune 

to the rising tide, and so 
they asked me to cre-
ate a new haggadah for 
our familyôs use. 

     The first year that 
we used the new hag-
gadot, we kept copies 
of the old Maxwell 
House books scattered 
around the table.  It 
was as if they were old 
friends who had been 
with our family for gen-
erations of Passover 
seders, and we cer-
tainly werenôt going to 
turn them out now!  But 
over the years, as the 
family Passover seders 
have moved to my 
brotherôs house in 
Northern California and 
Michael and my house 
here in Los Angeles, 
we have left the old 
Maxwell House books 
behind.  Lôdor vôdor, 
from generation to gen-
eration; like those 
members of our family 
who live only in our 
memory, the Maxwell 
House haggadot no 
longer join us at the ta-
ble.  Yet we still carry 
the essence of their 
story in the new hag-
gadot that we use: 
ñThis is the bread of 
affliction, which our an-
cestors ate in the land 
of Egyptéò and so the 
narrative is repeated, in 
every generation, its 

spirit undiminished. 
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By Rob Mulein 

The Jewish holiday which de-
fines us most as a people is, in my 
estimation, Passover.  The ulti-
mate story of oppression and free-
dom, the Passover story is one 
that resonates over the years and 
defines for us who we truly are.  
We are a people who collectively 
love freedom, cherish individual 
rights, and understand that we 
have a responsibility towards the 
downtrodden, as it has been part 
of our life experience for thou-

sands of years. 

 

Growing up in the tumultuous 
1960ôs with the civil rights and 
equal rights freedom movements, 
I recall some very contentious 
Passovers as the adult conversa-
tion focused on the headlines of 
the day.  My world was one of lib-
eral Democratic politics and the 
times were surely changing!  I re-
call going with my parents to the 
old Gilmore Field Baseball Sta-
dium to hear Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  Ours were some of the few 
white faces in the crowd.  The 
central messages of equal rights, 
opportunity for all, and responsibil-
ity to our fellow man burn bright 

within me to this day. 

 

The Passover holiday, besides 

the social and political implica-
tions, surely also defines us as a 
people who love family, gathering 
together, and of course eating!  
The traditional foods and the op-
portunity to be together always 
make for a festive and meaningful 

family experience. 

In our home, from the time our 
daughters were young, our most 
meaningful seders have been 
those of the second night.  We 
always would celebrate with our 
good friends Ron and Rebecca.  
They are members of Temple Ali-
yah, with two daughters like us, 
and we have known them since 
our meeting in a ñbirthing classò 

for our eldest girls. 

 

Terri and Rebecca have led 
the service each year which has 
had a ñchild friendly feministò ori-
entation.  They would always 
meet beforehand and plan the se-
der activities.  There were finger 
puppets that told the exodus story.  
There was dancing with tambou-
rines to celebrate Miriam.  There 
were clay figures depicting the 
four sons.  There was my slipping 
out at the appointed time and 
standing at the front door dressed 
as Elijah to surprise our girls as 
they opened the door welcoming 
him into our lives. As the years 
progressed and the girls grew 
older, the service evolved and 
they each took on more prominent 
roles in telling the Passover story.  
To this day, our daughters will tell 
you that Passover is their favorite 
Jewish holiday.  I hope that you 
too can be creative in making your 
seder relevant and engaging for 
your children.  If you would like to 
discuss your ideas or get inspira-

tion from Terri in making your se-
der more ñkid friendlyò, please 

give her a call at (818) 342-4741! 

 

As I enter the last sixth of my 
Presidency, I am happy to report 
that our community continues to 
grow in strength. Our Cantorial 
Search Committee under the able 
leadership of my successor, Lau-
reen Waterman, and my prede-
cessor, Sandy Calin, is moving 
forward diligently, and we fully ex-
pect to find a terrific individual for 
our congregation.  A Religious 
School Task Force is developing 
very innovative, exciting, and posi-
tive changes to our Religious 
School for next year.  Our Early 
Childhood Center (pre-school) 
program that Laurie Healy has 
developed is second to none and 

has a long waiting list. 

 

All of these exciting develop-
ments are the result of the many 
contributions of so many of you.  
Most of all the guidance of our 
Rabbi, Janet Offel, can be seen in 
everything that we are accom-
plishing.  I extend my own appre-
ciation, and that of our entire com-
munity, to all who volunteer, and 
especially to Rabbi Offel for her 
countless efforts on our behalf.  
We are truly blessed to have her 
as our Rabbi.  She is a most tal-
ented, generous, and dedicated 

woman. 

 

Enjoy your Passover seders 
and do not forget to take a mo-
ment to appreciate how good our 

lives truly are. 

The Presidents Podium  
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When I was 8 and my sister 5, we flew along with my parents to visit my grand-
parents in Israel for Pesach. All of my relatives gathered for my grandma Sa-
bina's (God rest her soul) yummy Polish cooking, even when keeping to the laws 
of Passover, she was a phenomenal cook. I remember the sound of song, 
laughter and joy when all of my extended family gathered in a rather tiny dining 
room to celebrate and read the Haggadah. That night I was the lucky one, I 
found the Afikomen and my Grandpa Pinchas (God rest his soul) promised me a 
real pony. Needless to say, I am still awaiting the pony but the memory brings a 
smile to my face even today!!  
Sigalit Klein   4th and 5 th grade teacher  

I have so many won-
derfu l  Passover 
memories. All of them 

include being together with family and friends. I especially enjoy singing the songs 
at the end of the Seder. Weôre all very relaxed and the songs can keep us going 

well past midnight! 

The part after the Seder meal is the most spirited. Start by serving dessert, finding 
the Afikoman and opening the door to welcome Elijah. When our children were 
younger, my husband would dress up like Elijah the Prophet and weôd get to ask 
him all kinds of questions.  One of the funniest moments was when my son asked 
Elijah if he liked gefilte fish.  Elijah answered, ñWhatôs a gefilte fish? Iôve heard 
about salmon, trout and red snapper, but not about gefilte fishò.   My son re-
sponded by saying, ñIt was the kind of fish that swims around with a carrot on its 
headò.  Have a wonderful fun filled 

Passover! 

Sheva Weissman   

As a "Jew by Choice", Passover memories are pretty lim-
ited.   My first introduction to Passover was 
at the home of my boyfriend's grandpar-
ents (Stu-he became my husband!).   I had 
no clue what was going on or why, but I 
knew the story from years of Methodist 
Sunday School training, not to mention 
watching the Charlton Heston movie every 
year when it came on TV.    Oddly, the 
thing that has stuck with me the most was 
Stu's grandfather, Pa Jule, saying the 'Bo 
rei pre ha EGG' everytime he took a bite of 
a hard boiled egg!   We do it every year at 

my Passover table, too!   

Julie Shy -Sobol  

Passover memories can be summed up as simple as..."homemade     
meringues and fresh strawberries!" 
Meringues 
4 egg whites 
1/4 tsp. cream of tartar 
1/2 tsp. almond extract 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 cup granulated sugar 
Beat egg whites until stiff but not dry slowly add sugar mixture with cream 
of tartar.  Add liquids. Beat until meringues make stiff glossy look. Use 
teaspoon to shape kisses spread apart on lined cookie sheet. 
Bake in oven at 275º for 1 hour with cut to size brown paper bag lining. 
 

Jackie Louk   

Like most people Passover memories are based on the food and the 
family.  We did multiple nights of Passover since we couldnôt go to a 
restaurant like we did for Chanukah and there were more than 100 of 
us.  It was always the greatest dream to get to leave the kidsô table 
and move to the grown up table.  There was my grandmotherôs amaz-
ing gefilte fish.  One of the biggest highlights was when I was about 
10 and my cousin Beverly had been studying China and Chinese and 
she brought a Haggadah in Chinese and did the four questions in 
Chinese.  She and I just talked about it and she was so surprised that 

any one remembered. 

 Judy Kessler  

Passover Memories  
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Religious School Schedule  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Kol Tikvah Religious School 
The Best Quality Religious School in the San Fernando Valley 

 

Our motto is ñJewish Living for Jewish Learningò and our philosophy 
is that students should have fun while learning Jewish values, Torah and 
prayers.  We accomplish this with a unique curriculum  that encourages 

creativity, music, singing, dancing and the joy of being Jewish  
 

Benefits of being  in Religious School  from a young age:  
¶ Your children develop lifelong friends  in a safe, nurturing environment 

¶ Your children acquire  a second language  when their minds are most adaptable  

¶ You and your children acquire comfort with the language, prayers and rituals 
of Judaism an d synagogue life  prior the preparation for Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

 

FUN, FANTASTIC & FLEXIBLE! 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 2010-2011 SCHEDULE - MORE FLEXIBILITY!  
¶ Grades K -4:  Sunday mornings (9 -11 a.m.) or Tuesday afternoons (4 -6 p.m.) .  

Classes focus on Judaica and grades K-3, Hebrew Readiness 

¶ Grades 4 -6: Hebrew will be taught in PODS  (small groups) that meet on 
Wednesday or Thursday and will be set up by levels rather than age groups . 
Students can move at their own speed  through these levels 

¶ Grades 5 and 6  (in 2010-11):  Sunday mornings (9-11 a.m.) (no Tuesday option 
in these grades next year) and Wednesday or Thursday afternoon for PODS 

¶ Grades 3 -6:  SPECIAL SUNDAY ENRICHMENT CLASSES!  Art , Drama, 
Dance and Choir  

¶ Teen Tuesday  for grades 7-12 meets from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday evenings 

¶ Community Building P rograms and  Activities Throughout the Y ear 
 

If you have any questions, please call Sheva Weissman  at 818-348-0670 
ext. 209 or email me sweissman@koltikvah.org 

       
 

Temple Kol Tikvah Religious School - Accredited with the Bureau of Jewish Education  

TEMPLE KOL TIKVAH 20400 Ventura Blvd. Woodland Hills  CA 91364  

(818) 348 -0670   Fax: (818) 348 -1584  
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Religious School  
By Sheva Weissman  
 
On Passover we donôt just read about the history of 
the Jewish people, we experience it! We smell it, we 
feel it, we hear it, we taste it and we 
empathize with the suffering of our 
people. We learn best by doing! 
Passover is an action packed holiday 

celebration.  

It is fun to reenact the Exodus. Imag-
ine ourselves, as slaves coming out 
of Egypt.  You are invited to attend the Passover 
Workshop on Sunday, March 14 from 9:30-10:30.  I 
will share with you ways to make your Seder come 

alive and great recipes too! 

My favorite time during the Seder is when all the 

guests stand up and march around the table pre-
tending to be slaves leaving Egypt. Sometimes we 
even dress up like slaves for the first half of the Se-

der.   

Students in Grades K-1-2-3 will be 
having their Model Family Seder on 
Sunday, March 21. The students in 
the Religious School will be cele-
brating Passover, on Tuesday, 
March 23 with a multi-sensory Pass-

over happening. 

We give Tzedakah and help at SOVA, by giving 
food to the needy. Passover customs help us to be-
come a more compassionate people. No wonder it 

is the most celebrated Jewish holiday! 

Have a joyous Passover. 

òIn every generation we 

are to see ourselves as if 

we came out of Egypt.ó 

Haggadah  

PreSchool  
By Laurie Healy  
 
The preschool children have been having so much 
fun learning about Queen Esther and the story of 
Purim! Next we will focus on Passover. There will be 
frogs jumping everywhere, lots of cooking and 
cleaning and the children will be very busy making 
their own haggadot, Seder plates, and lots of spring 
time decorations. We will be learning about Moses 

and how he helped save the Jewish people from 
slavery and also how King Pharaoh was not a very 
good listener. Kyle will work with the classes on 
some Passover songs and the older children will 
learn the four questions and sing them at our pre-
school Model Seder on Friday March 26th. Make 
sure you donôt blink or you might miss some of the 
wonderful fun and learning going on in the pre-

school. Chag Sameach!  

Bônai Mitzvah 
April 24, 2010  Noah Grossman     Son of Denise and Mardy Grossman   

Simchas and Sympathies  
The congregation celebrates with Victoria and Joseph Yasko on the birth of their son, Noah 

The congregation mourns with Debra Goldstein and Samantha Goldstein on the death of their beloved 

father and grandfather, Leonard Goldstein 

The congregation mourns with Stewart Polakov on the death of his beloved mother and with Hannah and 

Chandler Polakov on the death of their beloved grandmother, Lois J. Polakov 

The congregation mourns with Johanna Johnston on the death of her beloved grandmother and Katelin 

and Samuel Johnston on the death of their beloved great-grandmother, Faye Levy 
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Kitchen Korner  
By Sandy Calin 

For many people, the most daunting 
dish for Passover is dessert, since 
you canôt use any flour.  Here is one 
dessert that has been a huge hit 
since I began making it, my Choco-
late Caramel Matzo Crunch.  I usually 
make it in a double batch because it 
just seems to disappear.  For some-
thing a little lighter, here is a sponge 
cake that is very easy to make, 
comes out light and very flavorful, 
and is delicious just by itself, or with 

fresh fruit and whipped cream. 

CHOCOLATE CARAMEL MATZO 

CRUNCH 

4 - 6 unsalted matzo 
1 cup unsalted butter, or margarine 
1-1/2 cups brown sugar, firmly 
packed 
1-1/4 cups chocolate chips 
Sliced almonds and/or shredded co-
conut (optional) 

Preheat oven to 375ºF. Line a large 
(or two smaller) cookie sheets com-
pletely with foil. Cover the bottom of 
the sheet with baking parchment on 

top of the foil. This is very important 
since the mixture becomes sticky dur-
ing baking. 
 
Line the bottom of the cookie sheet 
evenly with the matzo, cutting extra 
pieces, as required, to fit any spaces. 
In a 3-quart, heavy-bottomed sauce-
pan, combine the butter or margarine 
and the brown sugar. Cook over me-
dium heat, stirring constantly, until the 
mixture comes to a boil, about 2 to 4 
minutes. Boil for 3 minutes, stirring 
constantly. Remove from the heat 
and pour over the matzo, covering 
completely. 
 
Place the baking sheet in the oven 
and immediately reduce the heat to 
350ºF. Bake for 15 minutes, checking 
every few minutes to make sure the 
mixture is not burning. If it seems to 
be browning too quickly, remove the 
pan from the oven, lower the heat to 
325ºF, and replace the pan. 
 
Remove from the oven and sprinkle 
immediately with the chopped choco-
late or chips. Let stand for 5 minutes, 
then spread the melted chocolate 

over the matzo. Sprinkle with sliced 
almonds and/or coconut, if desired.  
Chill, still in the pan, until set. Break 
the pieces apart into irregular shapes. 
 

PASSOVER SPONGE CAKE  

9 eggs -- separated 
1 1/2  cups sugar 
1  lemon, juice and rind 
1/2  teaspoon salt 
1/4  cup potato starch 
1/2  cup matzo cake meal 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Sift 
together potato starch, cake meal and 

salt.  Sift three times. 

Beat egg whites with 1/2 cup sugar 

until it forms stiff peaks.  Set aside. 

Beat egg yolks with 1 cup sugar until 
thick and pale yellow.  Add lemon 
juice and rind and beat well.  Add 
sifted ingredients in thirds, beating 
well after each addition.  Fold in egg 

whites. 

Bake in ungreased tube pan for 1 
hour.  Invert pan immediately and 
cool.   Remove from pan. 

Tributes  
GENERAL FUND 

In memory of her beloved grandmother, Sarah Copeland, 
from Sandra Goodwin 
In memory of Lois Polakov, from the Meshuganuts Ha-
vurah 
In memory of his beloved father, Marvin Meyer, from Mi-
chelle and Doug Meyer 
From Josie Ledoux 
In memory of his beloved mother, Tillye Siegel, from Joy 
and Ed Siegel 
In memory of her beloved husband, Jack Diamond, from 

Annette Diamond 

ONEG SPONSORSHIP 

In honor of the Bônot Mitzvah of their beloved daughters, 
Emma and Sarah, from Nancy and Michael Berns 
In memory of his beloved father, Gilbert Fidler, from 
Sheryl and Gary Fidler 

In memory of his beloved father, Benjamin Seewack, 

from Lois and Larry Seewack 

RABBI OFFELôS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of his beloved mother, Lois J. Polakov, from 
Debbie and Stewart Polakov  
In appreciation of Rabbi Offel, from Jackie and Gale Mar-
cus 
In honor of the Hebrew naming of their beloved son, 
Isaiah, from Olivia and Phil Gordon 
In appreciation of Rabbi Offel, from Linda and Paul 
Thaler 
In memory or her beloved father, Robert Chisling, from 
Lois and Bruce Sklar 

In appreciation of Rabbi Offel, from Annette Diamond 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

In memory of her beloved father, Michael Peltin, from 

Elaine and Scott Greenwald 
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Business Card Size 

1 Issue     $50.00 

3 Issues   $100.00 

6 Issues   $150.00 

ðððððððð- 

1/4 Page 

1 Issue     $75.00 

3 Issues   $150.00 

6 Issues   $225.00 

ðððððððð- 

1/2 Page 

1 Issue     $125.00 

3 Issues   $250.00 

6 Issues   $375.00 

ðððððððð- 

Full Page 

1 Issue     $200.00 

3 Issues   $400.00 

6 Issues   $600.00 

ðððððððð- 
If you are interested in placing an ad 
please contact Nardit Gilboa at the   
Temple Kol Tikvah Office 
(818) 348-0670 ext 200 

Place An Ad  In The  

Voice Of Hope  
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Temple Kol Tikvah  
20400 Ventura Blvd.  
Woodland Hills, CA 91364  

(818) 348-0670 
www.koltikvah.org  

Clowning Around At The Purim Carnival  


