
Voice Of Hope  

SEPTEMBER  2010 

Voice Of Hope 

Go to www.koltikvah.org for calendars and more  

Home For The High Holidays  



PAGE 2 VOICE OF HOPE  SEPTEMBER 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Rabbi Janet Offel 
 There is an old saying that 
sometimes the High Holy Days are 
early and sometimes they are late, 
but they never seem to be on time.  
This year is one of the earliest 
years ever!  The week of Labor 
Day! 

 I am actually excited that 
the New Year is so early, though.  
We have so much that we are 
looking forward to this year.  First 
of all, those of you who have met 
Cantor Tifani Coyot and have 
heard her sing at services this 
summer know what a wonderful 
addition she is to our congrega-
tional community.  Her warmth, en-
thusiasm and presence are being 
noted by everyone from preschool 
age throughé a whole lot older!  
With the addition of Rabbi Becky 
Hoffman as our interim Religious 
School Director, there is a lot of 

new energy and enthusiasm that is 
being felt throughout the congrega-
tion and we canôt wait to plunge 
into the year so that everyone can 
partake in the excitement. 

 I am also glad that the High 
Holy Days are early this year be-
cause this is our first year as Tem-
ple Kol Tikvah that we will be hold-
ing High Holy Day services in our 
own sanctuary.  For the past two 
years, many of our congregants 
have been clamoring to bring our 
services here to the synagogue, 
believing that this is our home and 
this is where we belong for the 
holidays.  It will indeed be wonder-
ful to spend our Holy Days to-
gether in worship in our own home. 

 All summer long, both staff 
and members have been hard at 
work planning for this coming year.  
Bring the holidays on early this 
year!  We are looking forward to it! 

 To all of our members, 
Shana tova uômitukah.  May the 
coming year be a good one, filled 
with sweetness for all of our com-
munity.  
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TOT SHABBAT AND FAMILY SERVICES for the coming year!  
 Special Dates....  

Sukkot Picnic and Service ï September 24, 2010  Picnic 5:30, Service 6:00 
Simchat Torah Picnic and Service ï September 29, 2010 Picnic 5:30, Service 6:00  
Tot Shabbat   (6pm)   Family Shabbat (6:30pm)  
October 1, 2010    October 8, 2010 (Consecration) 
November 5, 2010   November 12, 2010 
December 3, 2010   December 10, 2010  
January 7, 2011    January 14, 2011  
February 4, 2011   February 11, 2011  
March 4, 2011    March 11, 2011  
April 1, 2011    April 8, 2011  
May 6, 2011    May 13, 2011  
June 3, 2011    June 10, 2011  
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By Laureen Waterman 

  

 The day I walked in to Kol Tikvah for a 
Shabbat service around 4 years ago, I was wel-
comed with open arms. I felt at home and from 
that moment on I knew that this is where I 
wanted to experience my Jewish traditions 
and spirituality.  Immediately I became involved 
with various activities and committees and have 
enjoyed the ride ever since.  Over the years, I 
have enjoyed participating in several Kol Tikvah 
activities such as Mitzvah Day, the Golf Tourna-
ment, Casino Night, the Pre-School Luncheon 
and many others. 

 As the incoming President, I am looking 
forward to another exciting year here at Kol Tik-
vah. We welcomed Cantor Tifani Coyot and her 
husband Loic in July.  Cantor Coyot brings so 
many positive changes to our synagogue in-
cluding a new and exciting musical and spiritual 

experience.  We also welcomed Rabbi Rebecca 
Hoffman who is serving as our Interim Religious 
School Director.  Besides being an ordained 
rabbi, Rabbi Becky comes to us with a Masters 
of Arts in Education Degree from American 
Jewish University (AJU) and a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Judaic Studies.  

 In addition, Imagine LA has matched 
us with a homeless family that our temple com-
munity is sponsoring for the next two years. 
Imagine LA is a comprehensive program of 
rapid re-housing, mentorship, social services 
and professional case management services 
that empower families to exit homelessness, 
achieve sustainable self-sufficiency and help 
their children thrive.  

 So, as we look forward to the new year 
and become comfortable with our many 
changes, let us be thankful to belong to a syna-
gogue with positive energy that is filled with joy 
and happiness brought on by wonderful and 
loving members.  

Shana Tova Umetukah  

The Presidents Podium  

Meet our new Cantor - Cantor Tifani Coyot (coy -yo)!  

(editor's note:   The following 

bio and philosophy are longer 

than I would generally include 

in a newsletter, but I just could-

n't bring myself to edit more 

because many of you have not 

yet met her.   Take a few mo-

ments to read about and get to 

know our new Cantor.)  

 

Cantor Tifani Coyot was born in 
Long Island New York and grew up in Pittsburgh PA 
where she realized her dream of becoming a cantor dur-
ing her Bat Mitzvah service. Her family was a member of 
a Reform Synagogue where she was president of her 
youth group. She was also a song leader for NFTY PAR 

(North American Federation of Temple Youth, PA) and 
she went to Kutz Camp, the Reform Movementôs Youth 

Leadership Institute. 

Cantor Coyot graduated Summa Cum Laude from Tem-
ple University with a B.A. in Jewish Studies and minored 
in Vocal Performance. While at Temple University, Can-
tor Coyot was very active in the Philadelphia Multi Cam-
pus Hillel, where she led worship services and was the 
Religious Cultural Board Representative. She spent her 
junior year abroad at the University College of London, 
studying in the largest Jewish studies department in 
Europe. She met her husband Loic Coyot, who was also 

studying abroad from France. 

While studying at the Hebrew Union College she was 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Meet our new Cantor - Cantor Tifani Coyot (coy -yo)!  

very active and served on Student 
Government and as the president of 
the School of Sacred Music. She was 
also a recipient of many awards in-
cluding; the Women of Reform Juda-
ism Award, the Jacobs Prize for the 
most creative in the leadership of 
worship, Excellence in Studies, and 
The Sylvia Davidson Memorial Award 
for mastering the traditional style in 

Chazzanut. 

During her time at Hebrew Union Col-
lege, Cantor Coyot served as Can-
torial Intern at the synagogues: Tem-
ple Chaverim in Plainview, New York, 
Temple Ohav Shalom in Pittsburgh, 
PA, and most recently at the Jewish 
Center of Northwest New Jersey. 
While serving as Cantorial Intern she 
brought a number of creative and in-
novative programs to these different 
synagogues including; Rock Bands, 
Meditation and Yoga Services, A 
combined youth and adult choir, and 
a variety of Jewish music programs, 
concerts, and courses. During her 
final year at HUC, she taught Intro-
duction to Judaism at the Union for 
Reform Judaism - Greater New York 

Council. 

Cantor Coyot has a passion for pro-
moting Liberal Judaism abroad. She 
spent her school vacations in Paris, 
France leading services and teaching 
music at La Communauté Juive 
Libérale. During her time in France, 
she has learned to speak French. 
She has also led Passover Seders in 

Belarus and Russia. 

In addition to becoming a Cantor, she 
received a Masters in Jewish Educa-
tion and is the first Cantor to receive 
this degree. Cantor Coyot has a 
strong passion for Jewish Education 
and believes that it is an integral part 
of her Cantorate. Over the course of 
the past ten years she has taught in a 
variety of informal and formal Jewish 

educational settings. 

During her free time Cantor Coyot 
enjoys exploring nature with her hus-
band by hiking, running, and bicy-
cling. Therefore, they are thrilled to 
be in sunny Southern California and 

part of the Kol Tikvah Community! 

Cantor Coyot's Philosophy  
 
My vision for myself as cantor is to 
help build a cohesive community, 
a kôhilah kôdosha that shares a con-
nection to the sacred, to lifelong 
learning, and to the Jewish people 
with meaningful interactions between 
congregants, clergy, and Temple 
staff.  In an intimate community like 
Temple Kol Tikvah, I can easily get to 

know each and every one of our 
members.  We can all understand our 
own lives better through the stories of 
our community.   
 

WORSHIP 
 
In an ideal setting the clergy have a 
holy partnership, where they plan and 
lead worship as a team.  This sum-
mer, Rabbi Offel and I have devoted 
much of our time and energy on this 
process.    Worship is a time and 
place where the congregation and 
clergy are able to transcend to a spiri-
tual place and access the di-
vine.  Rabbi Offel and I plan on build-
ing trust with the congregation so to-
gether the entire community can cre-
ate a sacred worship experience.   
 

The flow of a worship service is es-
sential to creating an awe-inspiring 
worship experience.  The Rabbi and I 
honor the natural flow of the liturgy 
through the use of music, readings, 
poetry, kavanot, silence, meditation, 
and prayer choreography.  Creating 
flow is not a simple task; it requires 
the ability to plan and reflect as a 
clergy team, to be spontaneous and 
to acknowledge the emotions of the 
congregation during the worship ser-
vice.   Every individual has a different 
relationship and way of connecting to 
God.  It is the role of the clergy to in-
spire and encourage congregants to 
encounter God.  

 

INTEGRATED MUSIC  
CURRICULUM   
 
Temple Kol Tikvahôs music program 
includes all members;  pre-school 
and religious school students, adult 
learners, and our worship community. 
The curriculum is engaging and cre-
ates meaning in the lives of our con-
gregants.  It is important to align the 
music curriculum with the Jewish cal-
endar so that it is engaging and cre-
ates meaning in the lives of our con-
gregants.   We will look at the calen-
dar year and begin teaching holiday 
music several  weeks in ad-
vance.  Second, we will use the cur-
riculum to build on important con-
cepts and ideas in all areas of syna-
gogue life; worship, adult learning, 
p r e s c h o o l ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s 
school.    When music is introduced 
with care and thought it can challenge 
the entire congregation to broaden 
their musical horizons.  It can help 
them understand the breadth of Jew-
ish music, their Jewish identity, and 
help them build a relationship with 
God.   
 
I am very excited to get to know eve-
ryone at Temple Kol Tikvah so please 
call me or stop by my office.   

Bôshir (In song),  

Cantor Tifani Coyot 

(Continued from page 3) 

Cantor Tifani Coyotôs 
Vision for Temple Kol 

Tikvah  
 

Through music and 
creativity, I inspire 
congregants to travel on 
a lifelong spiritual 
journey anchored in 

Jewish tradition.   



PAGE 6 VOICE OF HOPE  SEPTEMBER 2010 

SAVE-THE-DATE for Mitzvah Day 2010,  

Sunday November 7, 2010!  

Mitzvah  Day is when families of Temple Kol Tikvah come together to per-
form  mitzvot  by reaching out to the community through  gemilut 
hasadim,  acts of loving kindness. With the start of the New Year, make a 
pledge to do  mitzvot  throughout the year and start on this day!   It's so easy 
and feels so good.   Show up Sunday November 7th and dive in!   Donate 
items!   Donate money!   Donate time!   This year we have many activities 
planned and look forward to our community of Temple Kol Tikvah doing our 

share to help repair the world together.   


